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E.O. 11652: GDS: 12-31-80 
TAGS: ETEL, MARR, NATO 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT OF NATO SATCOM GROUND TERMINAL IN ICELAND 
REF: NICSMA/PD(73) 1 18, 18 MAY 1973 

SUMMARY: NICSMA REQUESTED ICELAND TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON 
SITE SELECTION FOR A PROPOSED NATO SATCOM III GROUND TERMINAL 
(SGT) TO BE LOCATED IN ICELAND. ICELANDIC AUTHORITIES HAVE 
RESPONDED THAT THEY ARE UNABLE TO 
PROVIDE REQUESTED INFORMATION BUT THAT 
UNITED STATES MIGHT HELP. ACTION 

REQUESTED: GUIDANCE ON WHICH TO BASE REPLY TO NICSMA. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. BACKGROUND: TEN NATO SATCOM PHASE III SGT’S ARE SCHEDULED FOR 
PROCUREMENT AS PART OF THE NATO INTEGRATED COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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(NICS). SACLANT HAS REQUIREMENT TO INSTALL ONE OF THESE TERMINALS 
IN ICELAND. NICSMA, THE RESPONSIBLE NATO AGENCY FOR 
IMPLEMENTING NICS. ASKED NATO NATIONS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION 
ON SITING AND MANNING SGT’S LOCATED ON THEIR SOIL (REF). 
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END BACKGROUND. 

2. NICSMA (AIR COMMODORE IMRIE) ADVISED US THAT ICELAND 
CAN NEITHER PROVIDE SITING INFORMATION, NOR MAN THE 
STATION ONCE INSTALLED. IMRIE ADDED THAT ICELAND 

DEPUTY PERM REP (EGILSSON) TOLD HIM THAT ICELAND WOULD BE PREPARED 
TO CONSIDER ALTERNATIVES SUCH AS SITINGTERMINAL ON UNITED STATES 
LEASED TERRITORY AND MANNING TERMINAL WITH US MILITARY PERSONNEL. 

3. REALIZING ISSUE IS POLITICALLY SENSITIVE, IMRIE ASKED US TO 
OBTAIN PRELIMINARY AND INFORMAL US VIEWS ON ISSUE. REQUEST 
WASHINGTON VIEWS SO THAT WE CAN RESPOND TO NICSMA. 

RUMSFELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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